
 

13 Hudson Road 

Plains, PA 18705-2015 

Phone: 570-825-6663 

Fax: 570-823-4556 
Email: parishoffice@sspeterandpaulplains.com 

www.sspeterandpaulplains.com 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday: 8am—4pm 

Tuesday: 8am—4pm 

Wednesday: 8am—2pm 

Thursday: 8am—4pm 

Friday: 8am –Noon 
*Closed daily Noon—12:30pm* 

 

Reverend Robert J. Simon 

Pastor 

Email: frbobsimon@gmail.com 

 

Deacon Don Crane 

Permanent Deacon 

Saturday: 

4:00pm - Saints Peter & Paul 

Sunday: 

7:30am - Saints Peter & Paul 

10:30am - Saints Peter & Paul 

Eucharistic Adoration: 

Wednesday 6:00pm 

Confession: 

Saturday 3:00pm - 3:30pm 

July 19, 2026                                             

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  



 

Dear Parish Family, 

Allow me to introduce myself to you on this first Sunday serving as your new pastor.   
I grew up on Sarah Street in Plains, with my brother Ron and my sister Cindy, near 
the former Plains Blouse Factory from the age of five until I went into the seminary.  
My first several years were actually spent in my parents’ first apartment after marriage 
on Hudson Road just a few doors down from the parish.  I feel that my life and                  
ministry is coming full circle! 

Since the age of five I have wanted to serve the Church as a priest.  Some of you 
have already heard that I like LEGO; that interest has also been a part of my life since 
I was five years old.  I love being a parish priest with all my heart and soul.  I feel 
greatly blessed! 

I have served our diocese as a priest for thirty-six years.  I have never been assigned 
in Luzerne County.  I began to think it would never happen. 

Apologies in advance to the Penn State fans in the parish.  After graduating from 
Bishop Hoban High School and seminary studies at the University of Scranton and 
Seton Hall University, I studied Sacred Liturgy at the University of Notre Dame and  
received a master’s degree in Liturgy there in 1996.  Your new pastor is very much a 
Notre Dame fan. 

Please help me get to know you and come home to Plains!  This parish is home to 
relatives, neighbors, and childhood classmates and friends.  It is an honor to be here 
with you.  My email is frbobsimon@gmail.com.  Please consider sending me a             
family photo to help me out.  Let me know the blessings of the parish and your hopes 
and dreams.   I invite the children to draw me a picture of Jesus and drop it in the                   
collection basket at Mass. 
 

Thank you to Father Jack for his warm welcome and his kindness in this transition.  I 
look forward to the blessing of serving you as your parish priest and with you joyfully 
and faithfully living each day as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Yours, in Christ, 

Fr. Bob Simon 



 

Welcome, Father Bob! 
 

On behalf of our entire church family, we extend to you our warmest and 
most heartfelt welcome. We are truly grateful that God has brought you to 
our parish, and we are excited to begin this new chapter of faith and             
fellowship together. 

We look forward to getting to know you, learning from your guidance, and 
growing together as a community rooted in Christ's love. Your presence is 
a blessing, and we pray that you will feel at home here from the very               
beginning. 

Please know that our parish family is here to support you in every way we 
can. We are eager to work alongside you as we continue to worship, serve, 
and share the Gospel with our community. 

May God bless you with wisdom, strength, and joy as you begin your               
ministry with us. May the Lord guide your every step, and may our parish 
be a place where you find friendship, encouragement, and abundant   
blessings. 

Welcome to our church, Father Bob. We are honored to have you with us 
and look forward to the many wonderful moments we will share in faith. 

With our prayers and warmest wishes, 

The Parish Family 



 

Mass Schedule 
 

Saints Peter and Paul 
 
Tuesday: 12:15pm 
Wednesday: 12:15pm 
Thursday: 12:15pm 
Friday: 12:15pm 
Saturday: 4:00pm 
Sunday: 7:30am & 10:30 am 

 
 
We Live Stream weekend Mass on the parish website: 

www.sspeterandpaulplains.com 
as well as on the parish Facebook page.  

S T E WA R D S H I P  

Sunday Stewards 
 

Saturday, July 11 - 4:00pm: 

                            217 people attended 

                     161 envelopes received   

Offering: $2,664.00 

  

Sunday, July 12 - 7:30am: 

                         134 people attended 

                         100 envelopes received 

Offering $1,730.50 

 

Sunday, July 12 - 10:30am: 

                         316 people attended  

                           152 envelopes received 

Offering: $2,969.00 

 
Thank You For Your Generosity. 

 



SANCTUARY CANDLE 
Patrick & Sarah 

Delasandro 

WE REMEMBER 
W O R S H I P  
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Tuesday July 21    12:15pm Joseph Krulack by Jean Levandowski 
      
Wednesday  July 22    12:15pm Edmund Pienta by Wife & Family  
   
Thursday July 23    12:15pm Teresa Slabinski by Elaine Slabinski                                                             
      
Friday  July 24    12:15pm Joan Fender by MaryAnn Szczecinski 
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Saturday July 25    4:00pm Annie Galli by Barb Montante 
       
Sunday July 26    7:30am Barbara Olsakowski by Husband, Mike Olsakowski 
     10:30am John Pekarski by Wife & Family 
      

 

LADY OF THE  LOURDES 
Teresa Slabinski 

BLESSED MOTHER 
Edmund Pienta 
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Saturday July 18   4:00pm Raymond S. Kownacki by Kathy & Raymond  
  
Sunday July 19    7:30am Eleanor & John Hallas by Mr. & Mrs. Ron Jescavage 
     Rosalie Prescavage by Don & Edie Prescavage 
     10:30am Jackson Hendershot by Mr. & Mrs. Robert Rumpf & Family 
                                    
  



Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
           

 

First Reading: Wisdom 12:13, 16-19  
This passage from the Book of Wisdom addresses itself to God, giving 
praise and thanksgiving for his mercy.  
  
Second Reading: Romans 8:26-27  
Paul indicates that since people are, in general, unaccustomed to the 
manner of praying, of speaking directly to God, the Holy Spirit will 
intercede for them.  
  
Gospel: Matthew 13:24-43  
According to Matthew, Jesus speaks of the “reign of God” in three 
parables: the man who soweth good seed, the mustard seed, and the 
yeast. In each parable, Jesus demonstrates that once the “reign of God” 
had been established, it grew and spread.  
  

  
  

 
 
  

 
 

  
  
 
  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
July 19, 2026 
 
 
“But though you are master of might, you judge with clemency, and 
with much lenience you govern us, for power, whenever you will, 
attends you. And you taught your people, by these deeds, and those 
who are just must be kind, and you gave your children good ground 
for hope that you would permit repentance for their sins.” 
 
This Old Testament passage portrays the God who loves us without 
reserve telling us to be just, and a sign of it is found in deeds of kindness. 
That perhaps is the good seed of Matthew’s gospel passage, the tiny 
mustard seed, (for us the simplest act of kindness) or the unseen leaven, 
influencing the lives of others. 
 
The God of Wisdom wants the best for us, but we need to respond to this 
‘good ground for hope.’ Yes, the Spirit himself intercedes for us. 
 
 
 
 

The Sunday Good News 
July 19, 2026   Church of Saints Peter & Paul  

A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY READINGS                   
HIS WORD TODAY by Rev. William J. Reilly

 

 

 

  

Heavenly         
Father,  

Teach us to be          
patient as You 

are patient with 
us.                            

Help us to               
extend grace to 
one another, to 
forgive as we 

have been              
forgiven, and to 

trust in Your                
perfect timing.  

Guide us, Lord, 
in every decision 

we make.                     
Be the light upon 
our path and the  

wisdom in our 
hearts.                      

Help us to listen 
for Your voice, 

follow Your               
direction, and 

place our                
complete trust in 

You.  

Amen 
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W O R D  
 

Each month, a Ministry of the parish is highlighted.               
For July we will reflect on Ministry using our time and             

talents 
 

The definition of Ministry is simply the act of serving.  
There are a number of formal, structured Ministries  
available in our Parish and are highlighted year round.  
But there are also a number of activities occurring in our 
parish that could use the time and talent of so many of 
our members.  If Ministry means serving, then donating 
your time and talent at any event in our Parish is also a 
form of Ministry.  For those of you who are great bakers, 
please consider donating to any upcoming bake sales.  If 
you have a talent for being able to put things together, 
please think about volunteering for setting up at a future 
event listed in the bulletin.  Are you a great                              
conversationalist?  You may greet people at one of these 
events or as an usher.  These are just three examples of 
talents you may have that can be used in our Parish.  
The Parish understands just how valuable time is for us.  
But imagine what our Parish could look like if everyone 
just gave a little bit of their time and talent in Ministry to 
the Church, even if it is only a few hours.  We could grow 
into the family God wants us to be! 
 
Committing to a structured Ministry is a true blessing for 
our Parish.  But for those unable, please don’t think you 
are not needed.  Peter says “As each one has received a 
gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of 
God’s varied grace (1 Peter 4:10)”.  Don’t let your gift be 
wasted.  Look at the present and future opportunities in 
our bulletin and make that call!  You will feel fulfilled and 
make new friends too! 
 

This cannot be said too many times – a Parish needs a 
vibrant community to survive.  So take the opportunity in 
reflective silence and seriously consider being an active 
Lay Ministry participant.  This will lead you to a life of 
deeper and strengthening faith. 
 

 
 

 
Sixteenth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
 
Sunday 
Wis 12:13, 16-19;  
Rom 8:26-27;  
Mt 13:24-43 or 13:24-30 
 
Monday 
Mi 6:1-4, 6-8;  
Mt 12:38-42 
 
Tuesday 
Mi 7:14-15, 18-20;  
Mt 12:46-50 
 
Wednesday 
Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17;  
Jn 20:1-2, 11-18 
 
Thursday 
Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13;  
Mt 13:10-17 
 
Friday 
Jer 3:14-17;  
Mt 13:18-23 
 
Saturday 
2 Cor 4:7-15;  
Mt 20:20-28 



 

Memorial Donations 
The following donations/memorials have recently 
been given to our parish to support: Food Pantry; 
Bernardine Hall; Parish Scholarships; and General 
donations.            

 

General Donation   

  
In Memory of Ronald Kivak 

$25  Laura Boone                                           

   

 

Food Pantry 
 

$50  Anonymous 

 

 

We thank all who have made memorial and free-will 

donations.  May God bless you for your generosity.                       

We will keep your intentions and loved ones in our 

prayers. 

 
 
 

 

“Do you understand what I just did for you? 
You address  me as ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord’ and fittingly 
enough, for that is what I am. But if I washed your 
feet—I who am Teacher and Lord—then you must wash 
each other’s feet. What I just did was to give an 
example: as I have done, so you must do.”               
          (John 12:2-15) 

We are Called to Serve… 

Loaves and Fishes 
For the month of July we will collect Canned            
tuna and peanut butter.    

 Food Pantry                                                            
Anyone in the Plains, Miners Mills, and Parsons  

area in need of food can contact Pauline at                                
570-690-6111 to register.  Food is distributed     
to the community on the third Friday of every 
month.  Non perishable food donations are always                            

accepted.  Please place them in the basket in the                       

vestibule of the Church. 
 Treasures 

We are now accepting Summer clothing            

donations.                   

Hours are Mondays 4-6pm and                                        

Fridays 10am-12pm. 

Prayer Shawls  

can be given to anyone for many reasons! Comfort, 

illness, occasions, friendship & joy.  If there is            

anyone that would like to receive a shawl or request 

one for someone, please contact the Parish Office 

Saints Peter & Paul Parish Ministries 
Pauline Makowski,  Food Pantry 

Mary Jo Marek, Prayer Shawl  
Laura Rudloff, Treasures                                                                                                                         

Kathy Grinaway, Hospitality 
Claire Koshinski, Women’s Society of Saints Peter & Paul                    

 



 

FLEA MARKET DROP OFF DATES AND TIMES 
The drop off dates and times for the upcoming flea market are as follows: 
July 21, 23, 28, 30, and August 4: 10 AM-1PM and 5 PM-7PM 
Some examples of acceptable items include jewelry, dishes, glasses, silverware, children’s toys, 
lamps, pictures, pet items, floral arrangements, tablecloths, and seasonal items. 
We will not accept books, records, stuffed animals, textbooks, encyclopedias, DVDs, clothing or 
large items such as appliances, fitness equipment, computer equipment, electronics, large furniture, 
or televisions.  Also, please use only these dates and times to drop off items. 
Please consider donating both your items and your time to this very worthy cause.  Our last one was 
a great success, and we want to make it even better!!! 

Hoagie Sale 
Saints Peter & Paul will be selling 12” Italian hoagies at $10 each. All orders must be prepaid. 

Hoagie pick-up will be at Bernardine Hall on Saturday, August 15, 2026 starting at 11:00 AM 
(during our flea market).  

Order forms are in this week’s bulletin or you can pick one up in the vestibule of the church.            
Please return order form with payment no later than August 2nd.  

Form may be placed in the collection basket or dropped off at the parish office. Please do not mail! 

The latest upgrade to our church has been the beautiful new carpet put in by the wonderful Fashion 
Floor. They are located on 431 Market Street in Kingston. You can give them a call at 570-287-4354 
for any of your flooring needs. Thank you for helping us make our church an even more inviting 
place for worship, fellowship, and community. We are grateful for your excellent work and your         
support of our congregation.  

C O M M U N I T Y  

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Summer Fest 
Join us at Our Lady of Mount Carmel at Lake Silkworth/Hunlock Creek on Friday & Saturday, 
July 24 & 25 from 5:00pm to 10:00pm for our annual Summer Fest. Enjoy delicious homemade             
pierogies, piggies and plenty of other great food! Enjoy live music from Kartune & Popstar Drive, 
browse our flea market, and check out our game room. 



 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

19 20                                
Treasures 4-6pm 
Prayer Shawl 5pm                                                              
Rosary 6pm            

21 22                                  
Adoration & Holy 
Hour - 6pm 

23 24                              
Treasures-                        
10am-12pm                                  

25 

26 27                           
Treasures 4-6pm 
Prayer Shawl 5pm                                                              
Rosary 6pm            

28 29                                 
Adoration & Holy 
Hour - 6pm 

30 31                         
Treasures-                        
10am-12pm                                  

1       August 

2 3                               
Treasures 4-6pm 
Prayer Shawl 5pm                                                              
Rosary 6pm            

4 5                                     
Adoration & Holy 
Hour - 6pm 

6                                   
Women’s Society 
6:30pm-                           
Parish Dining Hall 

7                                 
Treasures-                        
10am-12pm                                  

8 

9 10                       
Treasures 4-6pm 
Prayer Shawl 5pm                                                              
Rosary 6pm            

11 12                        
Adoration & Holy 
Hour - 6pm 

13 14                    
Treasures-                        
10am-12pm                                  

15                               
Flea Market-           
8am-6pm 

July/August 

Save the Date 
 

Flea Market– August 15th & 16th 



Kathy Grinaway  

 

Pastoral Council 

Kathy Grinaway, Chairperson 

Donna Mansfield, Vice Chairperson 

JoAnn Chukinas, Secretary 
 

Joanne Brague             Barbara Gubbiotti 

Janice Canterini                Jack Keeley 

Joan Cavanaugh              Debby Zuzelski 

Harold Golomb                     

Saints Peter & Paul Finance Committee 

Don Prescavage, Chairman 

Ben Berrini, Vice Chairman 

Charlotte Dominick, Secretary 

Deacon Don Crane 

Gerald Cross 

Paul Dreabit 

Jody Gurnari 

Tracy Schooley 



CHURCH BULLETIN ADVERTISING
A Simple Way To Support  
Your Parish & Promote  

Your Business!

KEN GREENWOOD 570-331-5565

SCAN QR TO 
E-MAIL ME TODAY!

ST. MARY’S MONUMENT CO. LLC

stmarysmonumentcompany.com

975 S. MAIN ST., HANOVER TWP
NEXT TO SOLOMON’S CREEK

STMARY975@AOL.COM
MONUMENTS • MARKERS • LETTERING

(570) 829-8138

40 S. Main Street
PLAINS, PA

570-823-1001
yeosockfuneralhome.com

Christopher M. Yanaitis, Supervisor
~ 24 Hour Service Available ~

570-822-2416
55 Stark Street · Plains, PA

Traditional Funeral · Cremation · Pre-Need Planning 
yanaitisfd@gmail.com ·  w w w.yanaitisfuneralhome.com

~ S e r v i n g  F a m i l i e s  S i n c e  1938 ~

Take-Outs Every Tuesday

Catering
Free Delivery

ASK ABOUT OUR
DAILY SPECIALS

SENIOR CITIZENS
EAT IN SPECIAL
20% OFF

AVAILABLE
MONDAY - FRIDAY
11:00 am - 1:00 pm

Sunday
7:00 am - 3:00 pm

Monday
6:00 am - 3:00 pm

Tuesday - Saturday
6:00 am - 9:00 pm

570-655-9773

Wednesday Customer Appreciation Day = 10% Off

PITTSTON DINER 

BREAKFAST •  LUNCH •  D INNER

24 HOURS
7 DAYS A WEEK

< OPEN >
Ear l y B ird Specials

Take O ut Orders

Ser ved Al l  Day

587 East Main Street • Plains, Pennsylvania • 570-823-1990

140C (MV) - SS. Peter & Paul • Plains, PA	 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 883-4343 • BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC  •  P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836

DUPONT MONUMENT 
SHOP INC.

You Make the Memories of a Lifetime, We Make Them Last Forever
273 Main Street, Dupont, PA 18641

570-654-0561
email: dupontmonument@aol.com

Gregory A. Timonte, Proprietor

CORCORAN  
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

ESTABLISHED 1935

JOHN P. CORCORAN, JR. 
Supervisor

20 South Main Street • Plains, PA
570-823-1358

johnjr@corcoranfuneralhome.com
corcoranfuneralhome.com

SUSEK
Family

Dentistry
Dr. Lauren E. Susek
Dr. Ryan J. Susek

~ Most Insurance Plans Accepted ~

New 
Patients 
Welcome

570-829-1009
270 South River Street | Plains, PA 18705

Celebrations of Life • Cremations • On-Site Monument Sales

570-825-3138
www.ng j funera l . com

NAT • GAWLAS • JORDAN

F U N E R A L  H O M E

West
717 Main Street, Edwardsville, PA 18704

Jared J. Jordan, Supervisor

East
89 Park Avenue, Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702

Stephen J. Gawlas, Supervisor


