July 12, 2026

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday:

4:00pm - Saints Peter & Paul
Sunday:

7:30am - Saints Peter & Paul

10:30am - Saints Peter & Paul

Eucharistic Adoration:

Wednesday 6:00pm
Confession:

Saturday 3:00pm - 3:30pm

ContAcT Us

13 Hudson Road
Plains, PA 18705-2015
Phone: 570-825-6663
Fax: 570-823-4556
Email: parishoffice@sspeterandpaulplains.com

www.sspeterandpaulplains.com

Office Hours:
Monday: 8am—4pm
Tuesday: 8am—4pm

Wednesday: 8am—2pm

Thursday: 8am—4pm

Friday: 8am —Noon
*Closed daily Noon—12:30pm*

Reverend John C. Lambert M.S.W.
Pastor

Email: pastor@sspeterandpaulplains.com

Deacon Don Crane

Permanent Deacon

13 Hudson Road,
Plains, PA 18705-2015

¥
‘t@\b" Worship é""@'ﬂ

g

£

Sunday
. SERVANT
Service ) FADERSHIP

Eucharist
¢
% ' R
% . O
% . Community _ &
@49 A :-i A X

Like us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/sspeterandpaulplains



Dear Parish Family,

It is hard to find the right words as | prepare to say goodbye. While | know retirement
is a time that many look forward to, leaving this parish is not easy because you have
become so much more than a congregation — you have become my family.

From the very first day | arrived, you welcomed me with open hearts and made me
feel at home. Over the years, we have shared so much together. We have stood
together through illness, loss, and moments of uncertainty, leaning on our faith and
one another. We have laughed together, prayed together, and grown together in
Christ.

| cannot thank you enough for the kindness, generosity, and love you have shown
me. Whether it was a warm smile after mass, a handwritten note, a home-cooked
meal, your countless volunteer hours, or simply your prayers, every gesture
reminded me how blessed | was to serve this parish.

As priests, we know that our ministry often means saying goodbye to people and
places we have come to love. It is one of the hardest parts of our vocation. Yet |
leave with tremendous peace because | know this parish is filled with faithful,
compassionate people who genuinely care for one another. | also leave knowing that
you will embrace Father Bob with the same warmth and generosity that you offered
me. Please welcome him into your hearts and your lives. Give him the opportunity to
know and love you as | have. Support him with your prayers, your patience, and your
friendship, and together you will continue building the strong, faith-filled community
that makes this parish so special.

Although my address may change, this parish will always remain in my heart. | will
carry with me the faces, the friendships, and the memories we have made together. |
am asking God to bless each of you and your families with His peace, His strength,
and His abundant love. Thank you for allowing me the incredible privilege of being
your pastor. Thank you for trusting me with your joys and your sorrows, for sharing
your faith with me, and for reminding me every day of God’s goodness.

May God continue to bless this wonderful parish and each person who calls it home.
Until we meet again, know that you will always have a special place in my heart. With
heartfelt gratitude and God’s blessings,

Father Jack




A Legacy of Faith and Foundation:
Thank you, Father Jack

As we prepare to bid a bittersweet farewell to Father Jack, our hearts are overflowing
with gratitude for the decades of tireless service he has given to the Catholic Church,
and most especially for the years he has spent guiding our family here at Saints
Peter and Paul. Father Jack didn’t just lead our parish; he fortified it. He saw not just
the spiritual needs of our community, but the physical spaces where that community
gathers to grow, celebrate, and support one another. Through his vision and
successful fundraising efforts, he leaves behind a transformed campus:

o Bernardine Hall: Now a modern, welcoming hub for community gatherings and
celebrations.

e The Parish Offices: Renovated into a professional and efficient space to better
serve our parishioners.

o Our Sacred Sanctuary: The complete interior painting of the church has restored a
sense of awe and beauty to our spiritual home. John C. Maxwell said, “A leader is
one who knows the way, goes the way, and shows the way.” — Father Jack, you
have done all three for us.

Beyond the brick and mortar, Father Jack’s true legacy is the strength of the
community he leaves behind.

His leadership was a steady hand in uncertain times and a joyful presence in our
moments of triumph. While the walls of our church look better because of him, our
spirits are brighter because of his ministry.

Father Jack, we are a better parish because of you. We will deeply miss your
guidance, your wisdom, and your heart.

As you enter this well-deserved retirement, please know that you go with our prayers
and eternal thanks.

May God bless you in this next chapter as richly as you have blessed us.

Father will celebrate his final Mass with us this Sunday, July 12th, at 10:30am.

Please join us in expressing our heartfelt thanks for his ministry. A farewell reception
will be held immediately following his final Mass in Bernardine Hall. All are welcome
to attend, share fond memories, and wish him well in his next chapter.
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Mass Schedule Sunday Stewards

Saints Peter and Paul

Saturday, July 4 - 4:00pm:
148 people attended

110 envelopes received
Wednesday: 12:15pm Offering: $1,691.00

Thursday: 12:15pm
Friday: 12:15pm Sunday, July 5 - 7:30am:

Saturday: 4:00pm 133 people atten@ed
82 envelopes received

Offering $1,281.50

Tuesday: 12:15pm

Sunday: 7:30am & 10:30 am

. . ‘ Sunday, July 5 - 10:30am:
We Live Stream weekend Mass on the parish website:
www.sspeterandpaulplains.com 208 people attend_ed
as well as on the parish Facebook page. 92 envelopes received

Offering: $1,406.00

Thank You For Your Generosity.

The Second Collection last
weekend for

Care & Education of Priests
$1,748.00




WORSHIP

WE REMEMBER
MASSES THiIS WEEKEND

Saturday July 11 4:00pm Thomas Sr. & Louise Loftus by Family

Sunday July 12 7:30am Florence & Stanley Sierko by Family
10:30am Christine Hine by Irene Zak

DAILY MASSES

Tuesday July 14 12:15pm  Genevieve Lavix by Friends in the Aqua Aerobics Class
Wednesday July 15 12:15pm  Joseph Pilarcik, Jr. by Mary
Thursday July 16 12:15pm  Michael & Frances Wanek by Family

Friday July 17 12:15pm  Johanna Napkori by Michael Napkori

NEXT WEEKEND MASSES

Saturday July 18 4:00pm Raymond S. Kownacki by Kathy & Raymond

Sunday July 19 7:30am Eleanor & John Hallas by Mr. & Mrs. Ron Jescavage
Rosalie Prescavage by Don & Edie Prescavage
10:30am Jackson Hendershot by Mr. & Mrs. Robert Rumpf & Family
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) July 12, 2026

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

- First Reading: Isaiah 55:10-11

N Just as the rain and snow water the earth and make it fruitful, so does the

Heavenly
Father,

Soften the soil of
our hearts today.

Clear away the
rocks of
distraction and
the thorns of
anxiety so that
the seed of Your
word may take
deep root.

Grant us the
grace to hear
Your voice,
understand Your
truth, and bear
abundant fruit
in our daily (ives
through acts of
love and faith.

Amen

word of God bring forth good seed.

Second Reading: Romans 8:18-23

Reminding all that the trials and sufferings of this life are “as nothing,
Paul says that the glory we shall receive will overshadow all things.

Gospel: Matthew 13:1-23

Jesus tells the parable of the sower and the seed. The seed that landed
on the footpath, on rocky ground, or among thorns withered and died; the
seed that fell on good ground “the man who hears the message and
takes it in”... “bears a yield of a hundred-fold.”

A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY READINGS
HIS WORD TODAY by Rev. William J. Reilly

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
July 12, 2026

“l say to you... so shall my word be that goes forth from my mouth,
my word shall not return to me void, but shall do my will, achieving
the end for which I sent it. Amen | say to you, many prophets and
righteous people longed to see what you see but did not see it and
to hear what you hear but did not hear it... But blessed are your
eyes for they see and your ears because they hear.”

We readily respond to the proclamation of the scripture at mass ‘thanks
be to God.” However, give it a second thought. Do | realize that | have
just listened to my loving God, speaking to me, and expecting a personal
response. The word is His message for me at this moment.

Perhaps as | sit to listen to the readings | can quietly ask myself, ‘What
does the Lord wish to say to me today?’ When | stand to greet and
receive the gospel, as | trace the cross on my forehead, lips and heart |
can ask the Lord to give me the gift of understanding, speak what | learn
and live what He asks of me.

Yes, my eyes and ears are blessed.



MINISTRY OF THE MONTH- JULY

Each month, a Ministry of the parish is highlighted.
For July we will reflect on Ministry using our time and
talents

The definition of Ministry is simply the act of serving.
There are a number of formal, structured Ministries
available in our Parish and are highlighted year round.
But there are also a number of activities occurring in our
parish that could use the time and talent of so many of
our members. If Ministry means serving, then donating
your time and talent at any event in our Parish is also a
form of Ministry. For those of you who are great bakers,
please consider donating to any upcoming bake sales. If
you have a talent for being able to put things together,
please think about volunteering for setting up at a future
event listed in the bulletin. Are you a great
conversationalist? You may greet people at one of these
events or as an usher. These are just three examples of
talents you may have that can be used in our Parish.
The Parish understands just how valuable time is for us.
But imagine what our Parish could look like if everyone
just gave a little bit of their time and talent in Ministry to
the Church, even if itis only a few hours. We could grow
into the family God wants us to be!

Committing to a structured Ministry is a true blessing for
our Parish. But for those unable, please don’t think you
are not needed. Peter says “As each one has received a
gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of
God’s varied grace (1 Peter 4:10)". Don't let your gift be
wasted. Look at the present and future opportunities in
our bulletin and make that call! You will feel fulfilled and
make new friends too!

This cannot be said too many times — a Parish needs a
vibrant community to survive. So take the opportunity in
reflective silence and seriously consider being an active
Lay Ministry participant. This will lead you to a life of
deeper and strengthening faith.
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We are Called to Serve...

“Do you understand what | just did for you?
You address me as “Teacher” and ‘Lord” and fittingly
enough, for that is what | am. But if | washed your
feet—I who am Teacher and Lord—then you must wash
each other’s feet. What I just did was to give an
example: as | have done, so you must do.”

(John 12:2-15)

Loaves and Fishes
For the month of July we will collect Canned
tuna and peanut butter.

Food Pantry

Anyone in the Plains, Miners Mills, and Parsons
area in need of food can contact Pauline at
570-690-6111 to register. Food is distributed

to the community on the third Friday of every
month. Non perishable food donations are always
accepted. Please place them in the basket in the
vestibule of the Church.

Treasures

We are now accepting Summer clothing
donations.

Hours are Mondays 4-6pm and
Fridays 10am-12pm.

Prayer Shawls

can be given to anyone for many reasons! Comfort,
illness, occasions, friendship & joy. If there is
anyone that would like to receive a shawl or request
one for someone, please contact the Parish Office

Saints Peter & Paul Parish Ministries

Pauline Makowski, Food Pantry
Mary Jo Marek, Prayer Shawl
Laura Rudloff, Treasures
Kathy Grinaway, Hospitality
Claire Koshinski, Women’s Society of Saints Peter & Paul

Memorial Donations

The following donations/memorials have recently
been given to our parish to support: Food Pantry;
Bernardine Hall; Parish Scholarships; and General
donations.

General Donation

In Memory of Joseph Mamola

$25 Margaret Seltzer
Food Pantry

$130 Anonymous

$100 Anonymous

In Memory of Mattie Haczewski
$100
$15

Joe

Mr. & Mrs. James Collyra

We thank all who have made memorial and free-will
donations. May God bless you for your generosity.
We will keep your intentions and loved ones in our
prayers.




Hoagie Sale

Saints Peter & Paul will be selling 12” Italian hoagies at $10 each. All orders must be prepaid.
Hoagie pick-up will be at Bernardine Hall on Saturday, August 15, 2026 starting at 11:00 AM
(during our flea market).

Order forms are in this week’s bulletin or you can pick one up in the vestibule of the church.
Please return order form with payment no later than August 2nd.

Form may be placed in the collection basket or dropped off at the parish office. Please do not mail!

FLEA MARKET DROP OFF DATES AND TIMES
The drop off dates and times for the upcoming flea market are as follows:
July 18: 10 AM- 1 PM (only Saturday drop-off)
July 21, 23, 28, 30, and August 4: 10 AM-1PM and 5 PM-7PM

Some examples of acceptable items include jewelry, dishes, glasses, silverware, children’s toys,
lamps, pictures, pet items, floral arrangements, tablecloths, and seasonal items.

We will not accept books, records, stuffed animals, textbooks, encyclopedias, DVDs, clothing or
large items such as appliances, fithess equipment, computer equipment, electronics, large furniture,
or televisions. Also, please use only these dates and times to drop off items.

Please consider donating both your items and your time to this very worthy cause. Our last one was
a great success, and we want to make it even better!!!

COMMUNITY

COMMUNION OF SAINTS PARISH "SUMMER FEST '26"

Communion of Saints Parish in Pittston will hold "Summer Fest '26" at St. John the Evangelist Church from Thursday,
August 6 through Saturday, August 8 from 5:00-10:00 PM each evening on the grounds of St. John the Evangelist
Church at the corner of Church and Broad Streets. Featured entertainment this year will include "Smoke in Mirrors"
on Thursday, "Bugeye McGuire" on Friday, and "Flaxy Morgan" on Saturday. A variety of foods will be available for
purchase. Games of chance, big basket raffle, cash bingo, children’s games, and other raffles will be available in the
Monsignor Bendik Pastoral Center (former Seton Catholic H.S. Auditorium), and food and entertainment will be on the
church grounds.




July/August

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Saturday
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Treasures 4-6pm Adoration & Holy Food Pantry Prep Food Pantry
Prayer Shawl 5pm Hour - 6pm Treasures-
Rosary 6pm 10am-12pm
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Treasures 4-6pm Adoration & Holy Treasures-
Prayer Shawl 5pm Hour - 6pm 10am-12pm
Rosary 6pm
26 27 28 29 30 31 1 August
Treasures 4-6pm Adoration & Holy Treasures-
Prayer Shawl 5pm Hour - 6pm 10am-12pm
Rosary 6pm
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Treasures 4-6pm Adoration & Holy Women'’s Society Treasures-
Prayer Shawl 5pm Hour - 6pm 6:30pm- 10am-12pm

Rosary 6pm

Parish Dining Hall

Save the Date

Flea Market— August 15th & 16th




SAINTS PETER & PAUL PARISH STAFF

Pastor

Rev. John C. Lambert
pastor@sspeterandpaulplains.com

Permanent Deacon

Deacon Don Crane
Administrative Assistants
Mary Ann Gottlieb

Mary Pilarcik

parishoffice@sspeterandpaulplains.com

Parish Cemeteries

Mary Gregor

cemeteries@sspeterandpaulplains.com
Saints Peter & Paul Saint Joseph
Sacred Heart (Plains) Saint Francis
Sacred Heart (Dallas) Saint Stanislaus

Bernardine Hall Coordinator

Kathy Grinaway
hallrental@sspeterandpaulplains.com
Music Ministry

Scott Coates - Music Director

Maintenance
Jim Cunningham
Ushers

Candice Berrini & Mary Ann Gottlieb
Sacristan
Ben Berrini

Ministers Scheduler

Kathy Grinaway

minisfries@sspeterandpaulplains.com

Faith Formation Coordinator
Gabrielle Gottlieb
faithformation@sspeterandpaulplains.com

Scholarships (Awarded to High School
Seniors)

scholarships@sspeterandpaulplains.com

Business Office
Nina Cinfi
businessoffice@sspeterandpaulplains.com

Pastoral Council

Kathy Grinaway, Chairperson
Donna Mansfield, Vice Chairperson

JoAnn Chukinas, Secretary

Joanne Brague Barbara Gubbiotti

Janice Canterini Jack Keeley
Joan Cavanaugh Debby Zuzelski

Harold Golomb

Saints Peter & Paul Finance Committee

Don Prescavage, Chairman
Ben Berrini, Vice Chairman
Charlotte Dominick, Secretary
Deacon Don Crane

Gerald Cross

Paul Dreabit

Jody Gurnari

Tracy Schooley
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Your Business!

FUNE

West
717 Main Street, Edwardsville, PA 18704
Jared J. Jordan, Supervisor

www.ngjfu

A Simple Way To Support
Your Parish & Promote

SCAN QR TO
E-MAIL ME TODAY!

DUPONT MONUMENT
SHOP INC.

You Make the Memories of a Lifetime, We Make Them Last Forever
273 MAIN STREET, DUPONT, PA 18641
570-654-0561

email: dupontmonument@aol.com
Gregory A. Timonte, Proprietor

AL

CORCORAN

FUNERAL HOME, INC.
ESTABLISHED 1935

JOHN P. CORCORAN, JR.
Supervisor
20 South Main Street * Plains, PA
570-823-1358

johnjr@corcoranfuneralhome.com
corcoranfuneralhome.com

: 00D 570 T3 HOME SERVICES
(570) 675-0646
N_JG NAT - GAWLAS - JORDAN HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

WATER PURIFICATION
WHOLE HOUSE GENERATORS

Call Sean

RAL HOME

Celebrations of Life * Cremations * On-Site Monument Sales

570-825-3138

East
89 Park Avenue, Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702

neral.com Stephen J. Gawlas, Supervisor

ST. MARY'S MONUMENT CO. LLC
975 S. MAIN ST., HANOVER TWP
NEXT TO SOLOMON'S CREEK
(570) 829-8138
STMARY975@AO0L.COM
MONUMENTS - MARKERS - LETTERING
stmarysmonumentcompany.com
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DENTISTRY

DRr. Lauvren E. Susek
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DRr. Ryan J. Susek
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JoserH J. GUrRNARI, CPA
Partrer

570-288-3651
jgurnaricjhwilliamscpa.com

www. jhwilliamscpa.com
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“Whene Geal Fo0d and Good Fiends Come Togelten”

587 East Main Street « Plains, Pennsylvania + 570-823-1990

<OPEN >

24 HOURS
7 DAYS A WEEK

YEOSOCK
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‘ .‘ ¥, RedCross
Share a slice

of your summer.

Give Ylood or flnfeleﬁ!

40 S. Main Street
PLAINS, PA

570-823-1001

yeosockfuneralhome.com

140C (MV) - SS. Peter & Paul * Plains, PA

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 883-4343 « BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC « P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836




